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Erastic MopULI AND ANISOTROPY OF DUNITE
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4006 CHRISTENSEN AND RAMANANANTOANDRO

of two dunites with different patterns of olivine
orientation. To a first approximation, the elastic
properties of the anisotropic dunites are ex-
pressed in terms of the elastic constants of hex-
agonal and orthorhombic materials. The Voigt-
Reuss-Hill averaging scheme is used to define
the isotropic elastic properties of dunite and the
results are compared with simple directional
averages that have been applied previously to
dunites. The calculated isotropic elastic proper-
ties of the dunites are compared with those
calculated from olivine single-crystal data.

DaAta

Two samples of dunite with different fabrics
from the Twin Sisters peaks, Washington, were
selected for the study. Olivine fabric diagrams
are shown in Figure 1 for the two specimens.
The olivine orientations were obtained by stand-
ard universal stage techniques from several
thin sections cut from different parts of each
sample. For both rocks the fabrics appear to be
relatively homogeneous.

Cores 2.5 em in diameter and 5 to 7 cm in
length were cut, from the samples. Directions for
each core were assigned using a conventional
Miller indices notation for three orthogonal axes
(21, 2, 7s) shown in Figure 1. In sample A, s
was taken to be parallel to the olivine a axis
concentration and z, and z, were located arbi-
trarily in the plane normal to ;. For sample B,
2, 5, and z, were assigned parallel to the maxi-
mum concentrations of olivine a, b, and ¢ axes,
respectively.

Average modal analyses from several thin sec-
tions are given in Table 1. Chemical analyses of
the two samples obtained by standard X-ray
fluorescence and atomic absorption techniques
are reported in Table 2. The trimmed ends of
the cores used for the velocity measurements
were crushed for the chemical analyses. Thus
the analyses should be fairly representative of
the whole rocks.

The technique of velocity measurement is sim-
ilar to that described by Birch [1960]. Barium
titanate transducers of 2-MHz frequencies were
used to generate and receive the longitudinal
waves. AC-cut quartz transducers of 1-MHz fre-
quencies were used for the transverse wave ve-
locity measurements. At pressures above a few
kilobars, accuracies are estimated to be =1%%
for V, and =19, for V, [Christensen and Shaw,

1970]. Pressure was obtained by measuring the
change in electrical resistance of a calibrated
manganin coil and is accurate to ==19%.
Compressional and shear wave velocities are
given in Table 3. Bulk densities were calculated
from the weights and dimensions of the cores.
The velocities have been corrected for change in
length due to compression by using an iterative
routine and dynamically determined compressi-
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Fig. 2. Oscilloscope traces for shear-wave prop-
agation at 5 kb normal to the olivine g axes
maximum in dunite A,




